


$$77 mmiilllliioonn uuppggrraaddee ttoo FFrreemmaannttllee mmaannuuffaaccttuurriinngg ffaacciilliittyy ccoonnttiinnuuiinngg

Quickstep is continuing to prepare the Fremantle facility for aerospace manufacturing. The
project is currently on time and on budget.

During the Quarter, a number of important modifications were made to the site and orders
were placed for new equipment.

A Breton five axis machining centre has been ordered and is currently being assembled in
Italy. This assembly is expected to be completed in September, and the machine will then be
dismantled and shipped to Fremantle in October/November. The machine will have a working
envelope of 4.5m x 2.5m x 1.3m, and is believed to be one of the most accurate of its kind in
Western Australia. It will enable in-house manufacture of patterns and tooling vital to
composite manufacture and provide the capability to machine highly complex geometries
demanded by aerospace and automotive applications.

Three autoclaves have also been ordered from Bondtech in the US, and are scheduled for
delivery in June/July. The autoclaves will be used to complement the Quickstep Process, and
will include two 8m long x 3m diameter vessels used for manufacturing a combination of
carbon composite tooling and production parts. A smaller 5m long x 2.5m diameter unit will
be used to manufacture specialised silicon diaphragms for the Quickstep tooling.

A number of shorter lead time items are about to be ordered, including a numerically
controlled ply cutter, a laser projection system and ultrasonic non-destructive testing
equipment – all of which are essential for aerospace manufacturing capability.

An upgrade and expansion of the clean room is also underway, and the Company is
introducing quality assurance to the ISO 9001 standard.

NNeeww sseenniioorr ssttaaffff mmeemmbbeerrss aappppooiinntteedd

In parallel with the ongoing upgrade to our manufacturing facilities, Quickstep has also been
active in recruiting new senior staff members to help manage the transition from Research &
Development activities to aerospace manufacturing. Quickstep has recently appointed three
new senior staff members who will play a key role in leading the Company through this new
growth phase.

Woodie Beckles has been appointed Senior Production Manager, Keith Brand has been
appointed Clean Room Team Leader and Sean Scammell has been appointed Clean Room
Assistant Team Leader.

Mr Beckles worked for Airbus in the
UK as Manufacturing Engineering
Manager, for Manufacturing
Engineering Procurement,
Assemblies commodity, and Electrics
commodity. He has also worked with
British Aerospace Dynamics as
Manufacturing Engineering
Configuration Manager.

Keith Brand and Sean Scammell will
be responsible for managing the
Clean Room – an integral part of the
Fremantle facility where carbon fibre
pre-preg is layed up ready for curing.
Both Keith and Sean have spent the

Sean Scammell laying up carbon fibre pre-preg materials in Quickstep’s
Fremantle Clean Room


